


	 I	started	reading	comics	right	around	
the	time	all	of	my	friends	decided	they	were	
too	old	and	too	cool	for	them.	I	bought	my	
irst issues of Uncanny X-Men at a gas station 
in	NE	Portland	back	when	gas	stations	still	
had	comics.	I	was	10,	and	I	knew	all	I’d	ever	
want to do was make comics. I made my irst 
mini	comics	when	I	was	in	highschool	,	but	
it	took	me	over	15	years	to	get	started	for	
real,	and	by	the	time	I	did	everyone	said	that	
print	comics	were	on	their	way	out.	I	started	
my webcomic Modest Medusa on New Year’s 
Day 2011 and published my irst hardcover 
collection	before	the	end	of	that	year.	Which	
was	pretty	cool.	But	it	wasn’t	exactly	what	I	
wanted.	It	wasn’t	a	monthly	22	page	booklet	
that	you	could	buy	at	the	store	and	hold	in	
your	hand.	It	wasn’t	something	that	would	
show	up	in	your	mailbox	every	month	or	that	
you	could	get	for	a	few	bucks	at	a	comic	shop.	
Comics	have	changed	a	lot,	but	I	still	have	a	
desire	for	a	physical	magazine.	Something	I	
can	share	and	collect.	That’s	still	important	to	
me.	That’s	still	cool.

	 Jaymz	Bernard	was	already	20	or	so	
pages	into	her	new	post	apocalyptic	webcomic	
Devil	Spy	when	I	got	the	idea.	I	was	just	
starting work on my superhero/sci-i/comedy 
webcomic	Ghost	Kiss.	I	knew	I	wanted	to	do	it	
in	10ish	page	chapters,	about	once	every	two	
months	and	what	I	really	wanted	to	do	was	
offer	a	print	version	to	my	Patreon	backers.	
Something	they	could	subscribe	to	and	have	
mailed to their homes. Micah Berkoff was just 
starting a new sci-i webcomic too and all the 
sudden	I	knew	that	all	three	comics	belonged	
in	a	magazine	together.	Something	like	Heavy	
Metal, but with ongoing stories and less boobs. 
At irst I wanted to call it Crook Factory. Then 
it was Galactic. For a while it was going to be 
Analog,	even	though	we	knew	we	couldn’t	
call	it	Analog.	So	eventually	we	settled	on	
Combine.	

 This is the irst issue. 40+ full color 
pages	featuring	the	beginning	of	three	
fantastic	stories.	Thanks	to	Patreon	we	have	a	
simple	subscription	service	which	lets	us	send	
new	issues	of	Combine	to	your	mailbox	about	
once	every	two	months.	So	you	can	hold	them	
in	your	hand,	enjoy	them	and	share	them	with	
friends.	Which	is	pretty	cool.

- Jake Richmond, Sept 2015
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Devil Spy prolouge
By Jaymz Bernard.	Devil	Spy	is	the	story	of	a	
government	created	human	animal	hybrid	who	
lives	in	a	world	where	war	wiped	out	the	human	
race.	In	the	prologue	we	learn	how	the	title	
character	was	“born”,	how	he	learned	and	how	he	
was	sent	off	into	the	world.	I	hope	you	enjoy	it!	
You can also read Devil Spy online for free here: 
devilspy.thecomicseries.com

Ghost Kiss episode 1
By Jake Richmond. Mya is a rookie superhero 
who	tries	very	hard	at	her	job	despite	having	an	
absolutely	crap	super	power.

 

Shutter Valley Record 
part 1
By Micah Berkoff.		The	story	of	a	small	group	
of	deadbeat	hackers	who	discover	an	alternate	
universe	where	magic	exists	and	quickly	team	
up	with	the	much	more	wizardly	versions	of	
themselves to bring down the ominous Ragnarok 
Corp.
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Contributor Notes:

Jayms Bernard:
Thanks so much for checking out the very irst 
issue	of	our	anthology!	I	hope	you	enjoyed	the	
prologue	to	Devil	Spy!	I	came	up	with	the	basic	
premise	for	the	series	about	ten	years	ago	but	
didn’t	actually	get	around	to	writing	the	story	
until	about	two	years	ago.	I’m	so	happy	to	be	
telling	the	tale	of	Devil	Spy	and	his	human	friend	
Wyatt	who	he	meets	later	in	the	series.	They’re	
characters	who	I’ve	carried	in	my	mind	and	heart	
for a long time and they’ve inally been set loose!

Besides	Devil	Spy	I’m	currently	working	on	the	
teen	superhero	webcomic	Willem	and	my	Legend	
of	Zelda	fan	comic	Wings	Over	Hyrule.	I	also	have	
two completed webcomics: Arrowhead and Split 
Screen.	All	of	my	comics	are	available	online	for	
free,	you	can	see	all	of	my	comics,	artwork	and	

blog here: jaymzeecat.deviantart.com

Jake Richmond:
Thanks for checking out the irst issue of 
Combine! I hope you dig Ghost Kiss. Mya’s 
superhero	stories	may	seem	more	like	comedy	
than sci-i, but I have a lot of big ideas that I 
can’t	wait	to	introduce	as	the	series	goes	on.

If	you	liked	Ghost	Kiss	you	can	check	out	my	
other comics Modest Medusa and Asami Loves 
Kora at ModestMedusa.com!

Micah Berkoff
Thank	you	so	much	for	checking	out	our	comics!!	
I’ve wanted to write Shutter Valley Record 
for years and I’m excited to inally bring it all 
together	for	you	to	read.	I	hope	you	enjoy	it!	
Otto, Michael and Danny are going to have some 
crazy	adventures	in	the	chapters	to	come.

My artwork and miscellaneous comic projects can 
be	found	online	at	borealiscoast.tumblr.com.



Letters Page

Hi	everyone,	thank	you	so	much	for	checking	out	
the irst issue of our magazine! Your continued 
feedback	and	support	is	what	keeps	us	all	going.
In	future	installments	of	Combine,	this	section	will	
be	used	to	answer	your	questions,	feature	your	
letters,	fan	art,	or	anything	else	you	send	us!	It	
can	be	serious,	honest,	lighthearted	or	absurd,	
we	don’t	mind!	We’d	love	to	hear	from	you!!		

Send us a message at:
www.patreon.com/Combine

Or write us a letter at: 
Combine
6315	SE	Holgate
Portland, OR 97206
USA

Subscribe to 
Combine!

Become	a	Combine	Patron	and	get	new	issues	of	
Combine	in	your	mailbox	every	two	months!	

Each issue of Combine is 40+ full color pages 
featuring new chapters of Shutter Valley Record, 

Ghost	Kiss	and	Devil	Spy!	

Get	a	digital	subscription	for	just	$5/issue	or	
a	physical	subscription	for	$12/issue	(shipping	

included)!

Find out more at 

www.patreon.com/Combine


